
Tiddles’	and	Oscar’s	Learning	Adventure

Notes	for	Parents	and	Teachers

This	book	picks	up	the	values	of	Kia	Kaha:	every	child	has	the	right	to	be	safe,	to	be	respected	and	valued,	and
to	learn	without	fear.	Using	the	cats	as	characters	makes	it	easier	for	children	to	talk	about	their	own	feelings.

Oscar	is	named	after	Oscar	the	Grouch	from	Sesame	Street,	who	lives	in	a	rubbish	bin.	Talk	about	how	Oscar
must	have	felt	being	dumped	in	the	rubbish	as	a	kitten,	and	note	down	key	words.	Read	the	story,	pausing	to
ask	questions	along	the	way	—	for	example:	Why	were	Tiddles’	eyes	as	round	as	saucers?	What	did	you	think
of	the	way	Oscar	spoke	to	Tiddles,	and	how	do	you	think	she	felt?	Why	did	Tiddles	jump	into	the	bag?	Do	you
agree	with	what	Meeps	said?	Why	is	Oscar	sorry	now?	Why	are	the	older	cats	angry?	Do	you	think	Tiddles	will
want	to	be	friends	with	Oscar?

Follow-up	—	acting	out

Ask	children	to	close	their	eyes	and	imagine	feeling	really	scared.	Then,	in	small	groups,	they	make	up	and	act
out	a	short	play	from	the	story,	taking	the	roles	of	Tiddles,	Oscar	and	the	older	cats.
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